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The family room is cozy yet airy, sporting Roman shades by 
Hartmann&Forbes. In the window, glass lamps by Barbara Cosgrove 
reflect light, and a nesting cocktail table by Vanguard conserves 
space when needed. Chairs are covered in custom fabric by TDC, 
and the ottoman is covered in fabric by Great Plains with Samuel & 
Sons trim. Visual Comfort floor lamps stand at the ready. 



DECEMBER 2019  |  HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  63

Interior Design by Bronwyn Ford | Architecture by Ken Pursley | Text by Anne Marie Ashley | Photography by Chris Edwards

UNDAUNTED
MAKING A SMALL SPACE BEAUTIFUL AND 
FUNCTIONAL WAS A WELCOMED CHALLENGE FOR THE 
ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN TEAM AT PURSLEY DIXON.



64   HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  |  DECEMBER 2019

In the family room, the television is cleverly hidden above the fireplace 
behind original artwork from Stuart Coleman Budd, which can be 
illuminated using a custom light by Evan Wood. Chairs covered in custom 
fabric by TDC invite quiet conversation, and the ottoman is covered 
in fabric by Great Plains with Samuel & Sons trim.  OPPOSITE: The 
architectural gem of a staircase leads upstairs, softened by the custom 
Stark runner. A Holland Macrae cabinet sits perfectly in the nook of the 
bend, and drapery by Great Plains sneaks a peek. 
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W
hen a Charlotte couple went to 
Pursley Dixon Architecture looking 
for a new build on a small foot-
print, Ken Pursley was eager to 
take on the project. Fans of the  
architecture firm’s work, the 

clients were moving from an uptown condominium to a small 
lot in Eastover and felt confident that Pursley’s team could 
create the ultimate living space for them. The kicker? Every 
square inch of the home had to be beautiful and functional. 
Pursley was undaunted by the challenge and called on their 

in-house interior designer, Bronwyn Ford, to help bring their 
vision to fruition from start to finish. 

“It was refreshing to be asked to design something small but 
with a high level of integrity,” Pursley says. “It’s a fun challenge 
to design a house with an ambitious program on a tight lot. 
Much like designing a yacht, every inch must be considered and 
thoughtfully utilized to maximize the efficiency of the planning.” 
Ford’s biggest portion of the project presented some challenges 
of its own, though none that she couldn’t handle. “Once in the 
interior design phase, we had to repurpose or reuse as many 
pieces as possible from their existing Charlotte condo,” she says, 
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“which is not typically a problem, but the new home’s architec-
ture, layout, and scale were vastly different than their old. We 
were able to create a fresh, more modern vibe with new  
upholstery and pillows.” 

Over the next two years, Pursley and his team poured their 
creativity into building a beautifully functional home for the 
couple. The narrow lot was in a desirable section of Eastover that 
allowed the couple to walk to their favorite places on Providence 
Road and enjoy the beautiful street views out their windows. 
Still, it was elevated from the road to offer more privacy. The 
downstairs master bedroom was built in the back of the home 
to provide further privacy, complete with a hidden courtyard 

and a covered porch just outside. With a portfolio of ideas from 
the couple in hand, Pursley and Ford were able to marry the 
clients’ wishes with the firm’s expertise and design-savvy. “The 
wife had wonderful images and ideas that were easily folded 
into a smaller home design infused with rich detail,” Pursley 
says. Ford adds that since the firm offers both architecture and 
interior design services, the opportunity to employ both provides 
a particular satisfaction in completing a vision. “Our designers 
work closely with the architects to ensure that the soft goods 
specified for the home are cohesive with the overall aesthetic 
vision from the onset,” she says. “In the end, we hope and truly 
feel that it’s tailored to that specific homeowner.”
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LEFT: A custom pivoting door made 
by Jeff Franz of Franz Architectural 
Woodwork leads to the garden 
outside. The antique rug along with 
the console table were repurposed 
from the owner’s collection, while 
the custom lantern is by Evan Wood.

RIGHT: The perfect breakfast nook 
starts with benches from Holland 
Macrae in fabric by Rogers & 
Goffigon. David Purser finished the 
custom tabletop, and the kitchen 
just beyond is bright and light. 

“MUCH LIKE DESIGNING A YACHT, 
EVERY INCH MUST BE CONSIDERED AND 
THOUGHTFULLY UTILIZED TO MAXIMIZE 
THE EFFICIENCY OF THE PLANNING.” 
—KEN PURSLEY 
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Pursley and his team, as they do in each project, paid 
particular attention to the architectural details that make 
a home with a smaller footprint feel equally as open and 
airy as a larger home. This includes highlighting sightlines 
alongside the use of details that help the eye move smoothly 
from room to room throughout the home while adding a 
special touch to each. As an example, Pursley points out his 
favorite room. “I love standing behind the kitchen island 
looking toward the street,” he explains. “There is a rich  
architectural layering that charms the eye as it moves 

toward the bay window on the front. The plan is open, but 
the beams of the kitchen, the arch of the dining room, and 
the plaster coffers of the living room define each of these 
spaces uniquely. Those features act as speed bumps that 
break down the long narrow footprint into spaces that are 
comfortable and thoughtfully proportioned.”

Ford was able to repurpose a large amount of the 
couple’s previous pieces in the new home with some 
creative design, including even just the simplicity of the 
color palette. “We wanted to include accessories that would 
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make the large furniture pieces and architecture look 
elevated,” she explains. “Simply showcasing the more 
formal antique pieces against a subdued, neutral backdrop 
allowed them to be distinctive and interesting.” Custom 
sideboards in the picture window were layered with simple 
minimal accessories that added interest without distracting 
from the views of the gardens beyond. “I love the Catbird 
chaises we had custom made to fit into the side window 
box in the living room, too,” Ford says. “It is a wonderful 
spot to sit and enjoy the sunshine and observe the street 

LEFT: The long vignette through the dining room into the living room 
features a pair of custom consoles designed by Hubbard Iron Works and 
Steve Morgan and finished by David Purser. A chandelier by Julie Neill 
Designs offers an unfettered view, and custom ottomans by Charles 
Stewart are a nice resting place.

RIGHT: A custom Catbird double chaise sits at the window for perfect 
street gazing. Drapery fabric by Designers Guild creates a light and airy 
feel, and a floor lamp from Visual Comfort adds just enough ambient 
light. The rug below is from Stark Carpet. 
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view while being tucked comfortably inside the house.” In 
the upper lounge, Ford created a cozy and moody space to 
create a tension of contrast to the rest of the home, which is 
very light and bright. “I like to create a tension that makes 
everything in the room more interesting as a result of being 

paired together. Whether that’s light/dark, old/new, or  
traditional/modern, my belief is that good design is not 
about creating perfectly coordinated, idealistic rooms, but 
instead creating luxurious, comfortable spaces that can be 
lived in and appreciated for their imperfections.” u
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A hanging light by Visual Comfort adds drama to the master bathroom while 
a rug by Tracy Collins warms it up. Drapery by Ralph Lauren and Villa Romo 

provide privacy over the freestanding tub. A Charles Stewart vanity chair 
sits pretty, covered in fabric by Rogers & Goffigon. OPPOSITE: In the master 
bedroom, designer Bronwyn Ford kept things neutral and created a custom 
headboard in Rogers & Goffigon fabric. Nightstands from Jenko are just the 

perfect size and light gray draperies add just enough contrast. 


